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| Secondly, —— the great Prejudices that Eu- 


Preſent Poſture of Affairs in Chriſtendom: 


Firſt, In Defence of the Txeaty or PaxTITION. 


rqpe in General, and England in Particular, | 
are like to recetve from the Acceptation of the, 
Tate King of Spain's Will, contrary to the Obli-! 
gations of the ſaid Treaxry. 
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THE 


PREFACE: 


THE Sallteire of this Letter may \ be ve-. 
ſol#d, for the Reader's Eaſe, into the fol- 
lowing Heads, by way of Abſtra. 


= 1 ſhews the Neteſſity there was for making 
the Treaty of Partition, and the great Advantages 
which would have enſued the Obſervation of it. 


Secondly, . That the. Entring. into this Treaty, 


cannot we be charg 'd\with baving given occaſion 10 
the Will in behalf = the Dake of Anjou. 


Thirdly, That inflead of creating a Miſunder- 
ſtanding between us and the Emperor, *tis rather 
what ought to have United us cloſer together, by the 
Conſiderable Advantages obtain'd in that Treaty, 


for the Houſe of Aultria. 
A 2 Fourthly, 


The PREFACE. 


Fourthly, That a due Execution of it, would" 
have prov'd an infallible Means of inſuring the 
Publick Peace of Europe ;- whereas the acceptation 
of the Will cannot fail of diſturbing it. 


Fifthly, That the Obſerwation of-the Treaty conld 
never have brought-any Prejudice upon our Trade; 
nor that of the Dutch in the Mediterranean ; but 
97 the. contrary, that the Acceptation of the Will is. 
more likely to Ruine our Trade, both there-and elſe- 
WHICH. 


Suxthly, That this Acceptation ought to make 
us. apprehenſive for the Loſs of Flanders ; and of 
what Conſequence -ſuch a Loſs would.be. to. Eng- 
In : ; . - 

Seventhly\What Meaſares .we ought to take in: 
fo Nice end Dye a_Junttare.. 
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* Find - by: the Honour: of your laſt Letter; that be- 
ſides. the News - which I take- care to ſend, your 
defre - farther* to ' have my Thoughts, az by ad- 

vance, you have already communicated yours, about the: 
late. King . of: Spen's. Vill; and —C— 
e 
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the French Court, to accept of it, in Prejudice to the 
Treaty of Partition. I have Examin'd as carefully as L 
could, the Reaſons whereby you endeavour to- prove, 
it is more for the Advantage of Exrope in general, and 
England in particular, that France ſhould accept of the 
Will, as it has done, than ſtand to the Engagements of 
the Treaty, | : 

I have generally had a particular Deferenge for your 
Judgment, . knowing it to be bck'd with though 
Integrity ; amdit is With a very great ReluQtancy an 
Unwillingneſs, that I muſt now differ from you : Pro- 
teſting at the ſame time,- that it is both out of Regard 
to your Perſon, and Concern for the WelKfare of the 
Nation, , whoſe Interelt, 'as it opght, ſticks very Cloſe to 
my Heart. *'Þ *anr' very forry 'to find, that, after having 
acquird {ſo much Credit and Reputation as you have in . 
the Houſe of Commons, by your kgown Zeal,and upright 
Intentions for the True Intereſt of Ergland, which has 
appear'd in moſt Debates, you ſeem now to be prepar'd, 
againſt our? next 'publick Deliherations, witly Senti- 
ments that Are rfot®as I conceive; altogether ſo ſuitable 
to it, as were to be wiſh'd, and you your ſelf would have 
them. Whether I have any Reaſon or no for my Opi- 
nion, is what I refer to your own Judgment in peruſ- 
ing the following Sheets, | 

The Character you bear of an Excellent Patriot, which 
makes you hear Reaſon without running into Heats and 
Parties; aud - kngwing, that: yownbelieve. | me-to-be the 
roughly aftected. tor; the PuBlick-Gaod; and conſequent 
to aim at, the ſame!Ends; withiyour ſelf, how: much ſo- 
cvear. we; difter.,at- preſenti.inonr Thoughts concerning 
the ,, Means 4; has! Mcouragds mt: to retmrny with fo gy 
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themore! fratdor this AnGver, towhat yon defire ; beinr 
very confident, that it will be well taken, as it is well 
moan't. ome! 2 | 
\ {;Fiudt, qe #0 znke ont in Doty there 
Letver, at onfters 0 ertring Into ea co —ancerhd ah 
os 4 "which would feb redoanded he hn jr Gree, 
þo mach 1a the Kdoartege of France, heh old Bare © 
"twas rather our Buſineſs to keep in with xc. ; 
#he Emperor, und take ſuch Meaſures 
jointly with him, as might tend to the proearing the Archduke 
the Sucteſſion of Spain. 

, Thus far: FE muſt agree with you in this Point, That 
it would be much better for us to have that Prince Mo- 
narch of Spam, than the Duke of Arjor ; and that he 
would - have kept: the Aﬀeairs of Exrope ins a better coun- 
terpoife for the preſerving its publick Peace and Tran- 
fuility, But you muſt grant at the ſame time, that this 
Prince could not be feated on that Throne but by one of 
theſe Two Ways ; either by engaging into a Confederate 
War againſt Fraxce, and aiming at the whole, or entring 
into-;ſach a Treaty of Partition as might peaccably ac- 
commodate both Parties. 

- As forthe firſt Caſe, the Undertaking would have been- 
too hazardous,.'and the Event doubtful. Every Budy 
knows very well, that whenever the King of Spaiy ſhould 
come to dye, ſtifI it would be much ſooner than the ſe- 
veral--Powers concern'd in the forming a Confederacy for 
the Archdukes Succeſſion,” could be in a readineſs to at ; 
and that. France, having all its Forces at hand, united 
nnder; one Chief and Intereſt, and without a variety of 
Dominions to march through, would have been before-- 
hand in a Condition; not only to- make. very ay 

able. 
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able 'Progrefles, in: cFlanders, but. to. march direMy 6 
Madrid it (elf, and” affert. there :the 'Pretentions - of | its 
Princes. The- Spaniards finding themſelves altogether un- 
able to make Head againſt:fuch ſudden Irraptions, would 
have been forc'd, by. .2 ready. 'Submiſhon; to preventtht 
utter Ruine and. Deſolation -of \their--Country.” '' Their 
preſent Condu@» does::but too evidently ſhew what-they 
would have done in-that JunCture. \ (Now, Sir, I leave 
it to your own Judgment, whether in {uch'a Situation 
of Afﬀairs; we Sol ich any Reaſon-have propos to 
our (elves, after 2 long and tedious War" at leaſt'as ge- 
neral and Expenſive:as that terminated: by. the[Treaty of 
Ryſwick, the reducing: of a Prince-of France to quit the 
Throne of Spain and the: Indies, and refign -it to the 
Archduke, together with -the 'Low-Conmrey#;'\ and the 
French King to content thinfelf ' with the Kingdoms 6f 
Naples and Szeily,. the Dutchy of Larrain in Exchange for 
Milan, and the other Advantages ſtipulated by the 
Treaty > Wonld not ſuch a Succeſs be look'd npon as 


the greateſt Exploit compaſs'd by a Confederacy: that has 


cver been, and as ſomething incredible, and beyond our 

own ExpeCction ? 2 SOALETE 1 
One thing is certain, that in order to have ſuch Hopes 
as theſe grounded upon a Humane Probability, it' was 
abſolutely neceflary England ſhould make as great Efforts, 
and engage it ſelf in as Expenſive a War at leaſt, as'that 
it has lately been freed from. But I -dareexpet the 
Concurrence of - your Opinion ir this, That it-was-not 
fit to expoſe the Nation to ſo Burdenſome an Inconve- 
niency again, but at the laſt Extremity, and upon the 
failing of all other -Expedients. . You know very well, 
that England depending upon a Peace that has-colt it fo 
much 
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- much Blood and Treaſure, has turn'd its Thonghts upon 
- making the beſt advantages of it; and for that reaſon has 
thought it more adviſeable to disband-its Forces, than 
- do anything that look'd like Preparations for a freſh 
War, however near the occafion/ſeem'd tobe to plunge 
us into it anew, together with the-reſt of Chriftendom, 
The languiſbing Condition the late: _y of Spain lay 
in, gave us good Grounds to fear all-this might hap- 

in a ſhort time. Tell me then, whether 1t would 
have been prudent to tarry. for fuch-an.Event, to in- 
volye us into new Troubles, without any Endeavours 
beforehand to reconcile if poſſible ſo near and threat- 
ning an” Emergency with our preſent hae, 19: r 2 
Could any thing have been thought of more confor- 
mable ( the caſe being ſo) to the Intereſt both -of 
P b, pox and Holand, to that of the Emperor himſelf, 


and to the general Good of Chriſtendom, than that ve- 


ry Treaty you endeavour to condemn ? 

You inſiſt, That this Treaty would have procured too 
great Advantages to the French, if it had taken effeF. But 
can you'in your conſcience think that they would have 
been leſs Gainers by a War, than what the Treaty al- 
1low'd? . Or: can you believe that Frarce would ever 


S 


have conſented - to'a Treaty for the yealding up of the 
whole; and WR receeding from all thoſe Advantages it * 
had- reafon to expe&-'from the readinels it is in to at 
'{o much before-hand with any Cons. and an 
almoſt certain Aﬀurance of a general SuBmiſhon among 
'the Speriards, to avoid their being over-run and ruin'd 
of a ſudden by the quick: Torrent of its Arms? - Far- 
ther, it was no fmall Point gain'd, to have brought 
France in- it to a Renunciation of all its Pretentions 

ys | B ' UPOn 
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tpon the Kingdom of Navarre, which ſome time oc 
other might have given occaſion to new Ruptures. And 
not only ſo; but the main of the Buſineſs was to ſe- 
cure Spain and the Indies, together with the Low-Conn- 
treys, to the Arch-Duke, that is, to a Prince whom 
that piece of Service muſt have ever united to our In- 
tereſt ; to ſpare the Nation the Expence of a dange- 
rous and burdenſome War; and to ſecure to it that 
which at once makes our Profperity and Glory, the 
unvaluable - Prerogative of holding the Ballance'of 
Europe in our” hands. Were not then ſuch great Ad- 
vantages astheſe worthy to be purchaſed at the Price of 
ſome ſmall Sacrifice ? / 
bs You pretend, as a farther Excep- 
the” pes Entring into tion, That the late King of Spain 
charg'd with having gi- would never have been prevail'd with 
_ ae ma" to nominate the Duke of Anjou for 
6 OW bis univerſal Heir, had it not been for 
the Treaty, thereby to keep the Monarchy entire, contrary to 
the Deſrons and purpoſes of it ;, ſo that we nant look upon the 
one as having grven orcaſion to the other. Think rather, 
That the Apprehenfions we had of ſuch a Will, in fa- 
vour of France, was a principal Motive for our eritring 
into that Treaty; and then I dare fay WW Sentiments 
will come much nearer to the Trath. r Court had 
very good Intelligence, when the Treaty was ſet on 
foot, that thagEmperor's Party dwindled, and that the 
Marquis de Harcourt improv'd his Maſter's Intereft, dai- 
Iy more and more at the' Court of Spam, We had 
g00d Advice, that thoſe perfons who had the greateſt 
Aſeendent over the King, and who were likely to-have 
the greateſt Influence in_the- Management of his\4aRt 
Diſpo» 
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Diſpoſition, were altogether inclin'd' for one of the 
Dauphin's Sons. The Miniſters of France, both at home 
and abroad, made no Secret of the matter, but rather 
affected to publiſh it; and what they ſaid about it, we 
had confirmed from leſs ſufpe&ed hands. So that the 
Deſign of England and Holland was in truth to. prevent 
the Effefts of ſuch a Will, by mediating a Treaty of 
Partition, in which there was conſequently an appa- 
rent neceſſity of giving up ſome parts to ſave the loſs 
of the whole : 'Twas to provide againſt all-Pretences 
from ſuch a Will, that Frazce has been induced to thoſe 
poſitive and expreſs Renunciations which are to be ſeen 
in it; and unleſs they would make but a meer Sham of 
it there, or at moſt that it binds Ezglarvd and Holland 
only, without inferring any Obligation upon France, 
it muſt be own'd that the Vill, as it now ſtands, is 
the very Caſe in which that Crown has directly obli- 


| ged it (elf to apun@ual Obſervation of the Treaty, if 


it had been in a humour of keeping to the Terms and 
Purpoſes of it. 

- Well, but ſuppoſe that the Treaty of Partition bad 
never 'had'a being, do you think that the King and 
Grandees of Spair could. ever have: had Faith- enough to 
believe the Arch-duke might have been inſtituted Heir to, 
and put in Poſſeſſion of the whole Monarchy, with- 
out diſmembring any part of it? They could not but 
be very ſenſible beforehand that France would. certain- 
ly uſe its utmoſt Efforts to obſtruct-that Prince's coming 
to the' Throne; -and that after a long 'and cruel War, 
carried on in their own Countreys, it would have been 
impoſlible even at beſt to have hinder'd that Crown from 
keepipg ſome parts' in its Poſſeſſion. Refides ay” = 
bop, B 2 the 
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the carrying on {o vaſt a Deſign they muſt have been 
fully aflured of Exgland + But did they ſee the Nation | 
in a Temper of engaging vigoroully into a new VVar, 
apon this fingle Motive of the Arch-duke's having two 
or three Provinces more- or leſs? Or could they ima- 
ine-that the Arch-dake ſhould ever be able to force 
France to an eatire- Reſignation, without the -greateſt 
Efforts from Ezgland that ever have been made in it ? 
bo - aa not bat foreſee that the Nomination of the . 
Arch-duke muſt of neceſſity kindle an univerſal "Var; 
20d. 2 Var in; which $pa:# maſt have been expos'd as 
2:Prey to the French, whil'ſt at the ſame time it wonld 
agve been out of - the Power of any of their Allies to | 
afford them timely Saccours. - Such apparent and ine- 
vitable- Dangers as-theſe, muſt of themſelves have. de- 
texmined the King and Grandees of Spazr in the Dake 
of ;Afjor's Favour, though the Treaty 'of Partition had 
never-had a being. - His late Majeſty and his Miniſters, 
as+it -has-evidently-appeared, were reſolved to inftitute 
fach a-Succeſlor as might peaceably be. ſeated on 'the- 
Throne: And, could it have been upon a tkfs powerful . 
Motive than this, that a King, who:allhis life-time-has 
entertained ſo ſtrict a Correſpondence with the Empe- 
ror; that has -ſo often been engaged in Confederacies -- 
with him for the carrying-on War againſt France; that-- 
Has ailalong bnanry 7 zealons for the Houſe of -A4- 
F-ria, of which he-was the elder Branchz would have 
err prevail'd wpon to- cut it off from-his Sncceffion,- 
and transfcrall his vaſt Dominiohs over to a ſtrange, 
not 20:fay-an hoſtite Family? Perhaps you'will an« - 
{wer That the Treaty of ' Partstion had-ſo exaſperated 
hi Catholick. Majaty, as-to put him upon. the _ 
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be has taken; But onthe contrary, was" it not ratticr 
2 freſh and very enpaning Motive to favour the Arch- 
duke in the point of his Succeſſion, | ſince the Emperor 
—— > NO for ou Reafon but / 
it'way y difpleating to the King of Spain 2 - 
Pidit not rather afford a new Reaſon to _— duce, 
that had beea the | _ Promoter of -fo difagreeable © * 
»/ piece of work ? © Let as conelade then, That the late - 
King of 'Spzzv's Wilt muſt be fook'd upon as the Pro- - 
duftion of 2 fearfif Prudence; that has not given him * 
leave to follow the Motions and Diftates of fiis own + 

' w | - . Hnſtead Cc 1057. ©, 
ON. ow ems, = a bY rare ed | 


devflanding between 'us and the Enpe- peov, the Trebry of Bar: - 
ror. But 1 think, for my part, we pow hn. or $y0eg1/-# 
had-reaſon to expe& che clear con--- together. © 
mary Efe@/fron it : If the Empe- 
er Court'would have known; or had beer willing : 
to follow its true Intereſt; nothing could” have provi- - 
.ded more effetuatly than the” Treety , for the cftabliſh- 
-Ing a moſt ftrict and inviolable Union betweenus. No- 
thing has been tranſacted, during the whole Negotia- | 
tion,” but what has-been eommumicated to*that Court ; - 
and all *poſible means have been uſed to obtain'its ap- 
tion'before the” Concluſion : of" it 2 Finding all ' 
theſe ſteps to fail of Succeſs, the Emperor tas had 
three Months time given him by- the Treaty, to con- © 
fider deliberately 'of .it z and moreover, "to provide «- 


mſt His oy Refuſal to come in after the ex- - 
Sratdie 0 the ſaid Term, and his receiving any Pre- 
jadices: by-it, Frevce has becn-pertwaded-to enter mo. 


2 ſecret 
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a: ſecret Article (which every 'one knows at" preſent ) 
whereby it was ſtipulated, ' That the Emperor's Ac- 
ceeptation might ſti}l be receiv'd to the. term of two 
Months after his Catholick Majeſty's Deceaſe. -- .- 

The Emperor ought undoubtedly to have declared 
himſelf within the firſt term, "upon © many; weighty 
Conſiderations; and not tarry'd for the King of Spair's 
Death, to. ſignifie his Conſent... He was often fore- 
warn'd fo take care, leſt a Will in behalf of-the Duke 
of Anjou (which was but. too; probable ) ſhould one 
day forecloſe the {Arch-duke from -the,, whole Succeſ- 
ſion, if the Imperial Court did not betimes take proper 
Meaſures with 'Exgland'and Holand" to oblige France in 
ſuch a Caſe to a pun&ual Execution ofthe Treaty : VWe 


.often repreſented, That what was aHow'd to the Arch- 
<duke in it, was too conſiderable, to negle& the fair 


Opportunity that offerd it ſelf | to -infure! it, 
without running the Risk of a' doubtful War : That 
this Acceptation of the Treaty would bring in all the 
Princes of the Empire, the Swifſe Cartons, and both 


.the Northern Crowns, to. be Guarartees of it: VVhich 
. Security, being at once required by. the Emperor, 


England, Holland, and France it ſelf, could not have 
been denied. He had it ſuggeſted to him, That the 
unanimous-Conſent of all Exrope was. the 'only Expe- 
gient that could preſerve Peace at ſuch a time, ſince-it 


-would have made ſo ſtrong a Guaranty forthe Execu- 


tion of -the. Treaty, that France durſt not have ventur'd 


to break through -it. If the Imperial Court would 


hearken to none of theſe- important Suggeſtions; if, by 
perſiſting in a (tiff Refuſal, it has encourag'd France, and 


even furniſh'd it with a Pretence to recede from thoſe 


Engage- 


DT 
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Engagements it. had enter'd into with us, and confer 
npon the Duke of Azjou's Head a Crown it had fo 
Tately renounc'd to in ſo Solemn and Expreſs a Man- 
ner.; This is ſo far from giving a juſt Occaſion to blame 
the Treaty, * that nothing can better prove. how advan- 
tageous, it would have been to all Emrope, than the 
readineſs of the French to violate it. 

You proceed, and ſay, That + The Obſervation. 
France will. not fail. to alledge in its |,\ve prov'd as eff:Qual 
De ence, that as = 4 are at preſet, nas on Ne ou. 
an Wife the Emperor's having —— bee-the Acc _ 
perffted in his refuſal ſo long, it tation of the Will can- 
tends more to the Preſervation of the no: fail of diſturbing: 
Publick, Peace of Chriſtendom, for 
France fo accept of the Will, than ſtand to the Treaty of 
Partition ; becauſe if the Will were refuſed, and the Dukes 
of Anjou and Berry denied the Benefit of it, the Spa- 
niards would certainly calf in the Arch-duke to take npon 
him the whole Succeſſion, and ſo keep up to the Purpoſes of 
the Will, which gives him the next Subſtitution to thoſe 
Two. Princes ; And that the Emperor being bound in ſuch 
a Caſe to ſtand by the Will, and endeavour to keep the Mo- 
narchy. entire, there would be an evident neceſſity of entring- 
into a War with hint and. his Allies and the whole Mo- 
marchy. of Spain ſubmitting unanimouſly to the Arch-duke, 
3n which we muſt have ſeveral entire Kingdoms to Conquer, 
in order to bring Matters within the Terms of the Treaty. 

Sir, Give me Leave to tell you, that you have but 
2, very indifferent Opinion of the Capacities of the 
French Court, to think, its [Miniſters can. pay the 
Wotld .with ſuch , poor Reaſons : When they want 
- gqod' Reaſbns 'for ' what” they do, they at-leaſt know 


better 
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better how to carry it off with Plauſible Colours. 
What you take theni'ſay for themſelves, runs n 

a Principle abſolutcly falſe, which conſiſts in ſup ; 
that even in the preſent ſituation of Aﬀairs, the Em- 
peror would ſtill perſiſt in his refuſal, were'the Mat- 
ter left 'to his-- Choice : But fuch an.abſurdity as this 
cannot well be thought of, "Tis true, that the Impe- 
rial Court, feeding it {elf with vain Hopes, that the 
-King of, Spair's Will would run altogether on' the 
Arch-duke's fide; or, at the worſt, imappqing Gat it 
would ſtill haye time-fo accept of- the Treaty, in pur- 
ſuance of the Secret Article, Two Months. after the 
King of Sp4:z's Death ſhould happen, has upon this dou- 
ble View neglected to conſent to what we demanded. 
But. muſt we from. thence conclude, that they would 
have 'ſtif been -in the ſame Diſpoſition at Vienna, 
when nnhdeceived ' by the Event, they. find a. Will, 
- wherein not the Arch-duke, but the Duke. of Anjor is 
nominated to the whole Succeſſion, and that the Spari- 
#rds have received the Will with ſo general an Applauſe 
and SatisfaRtion ? Is it not certain, that if in this 
. Caſe France wonld till agree to the Execution of the 
Treaty ,” the Emperor would think himſelf very happy 
m having his Son Peaceable Soveraign of. Spain, the 
Tries, and Flanders ? and if ſo, then this grand Af- 
fair, contrary to your Argument, would. certainly be 
niade up without -the-lealt, drop- of Blood ſpilt- about 
s Is | 
France 'at leaſt, to- cover 'its falling - off. from the 
Treaty with a Plauſible Pretence, and to ground this 
Argument upon Matter of Fa&, ought according to 
the *Engagetnents -of the Secret 'Artxle, to 0 2 
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left 'the Emperor his, Choice, either of accepting or 
refuſing the Conditions .of the Treaty ; and the Em- 
ror ſtill reſolving to ſtick out, then France would 
have. had Reaſon indeed, to . obje&t the-Wars whicl 
muſt enſue, if it had ſtood*to the. Treaty of Partition 
In . prejudice of the. Will ;, in order_ to force the Em- 
R—_— content Himſelf with the Conditions of it. 
ut this is a Risk that France has not thought fit to 
run, knowing very, well, that, as Afairs are at pre- 
ſent, there was* ho*Reaſonat all to Queſtion the Em- 
petor's Approbation; * "if the French Court could with 
any Reaſon. have :reckbn'd upon a peremptory Refuſal 
at Vienna, would. it not have been a very proper Courſe 
to ' have offer'd the Emperor his Choice, thus to have 
Tajd the who]e- Fault-at his' Door, and remain, blame- 
ics >” But if © it | has* not done this upon very good 
Preſuttiptions that the Tmpgrial Court would certainly 
come in, how, then can the Miniſters of Fraxce alledge 
with 'any'pretence, to juſtifie their Acceptation of the 
Will, that their ſtanding to the Teaty would but oc- 
eafion"a'" War to force the Houſe of Arſtria and its 
Allies t6 acqiiiefce in the Conditions of it ? To ſay, 
That>atthough! the- Emperor had' accepted of it, yet 
ſtill we' muſt have had the Spar Nation to ſubdue, 
who: in ſnch a Caſe would have uſed their utmoſt Ef- 
forts to prevent the Diſmembring of their Monarchy 
and conſequently, that notwithſtanding the Emperor's 
Acceptation, yet ſtill a' War could not be avoided, is 
altogether"inconfiſtent even with Common.Sence. which 
without the leaſt improvement m Politicks, muſt of it 
ſelf convince us, that the Span Nation could never 
have been able to bring the _ Obſtacle, or, even oy 
| leq 
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Jcaſt Delay, to the Execution of a Treg wig! the 
Emperor and the Empire, England and Holland, and 
France it ſelf, would then have unanimouſly agreed 


to. | 
This Reaſoning, which, you ,impute. to the French 
Caurt,does farther include another very abſurd Contra- 
dition. For, to make it hold Water, they mbſt Yup- 
fe in France, that were they to. allow. the Treaty 
ill to ſubſiſt, the, Emperor, not ſatisfied with the 
great number of Kirigdoms and. Provinces which 
would , come to, the Arch-duke' Share by it, would 
farther aim by force of. Arms at. the whole Monarchy, 
and in order thereto would boldly ingage into a War 
ainft  England,. France, and Holland, united :. And at 
the fame time\to make their Pretenge good for Prater; 
ring the Will to.the Treaty,  that,zt tengs-more-to th 
Preſervation of the Publick DAE s, the walt. zppole, 
that the Emperor, who now. ſees his Son deprived. of. 
the whole Succeſſion,. will nevertheleſs bear it patient- 


ly ; notwithſtanding aps Hopes he may, ei8nd end ta of 
having Englaud oy lang, together with: ortugel, of 
his fide, by the great Intereſt they, bave in,the Preferva» 
tion of the Treaty which is now violated s whereas in 
the other Cafe they would have been againft him, :: 
5. The Execution of I come now tg Conſider, our 
the Treaty could. have - Main Argnmeat againſt, the: reatx 
49A. -—_ Prejudice of Partition, which: you ſet-forth 
our Trade, nor that - q "4+ 
of the Dutch.in the Me. \7H (ug aring the Condition that 
eirerraneen, but on the France would have been nm, by it, to 
ConrarY, ne ee Pi®" Command abſolutely the Commerce of 
rain our Trade. both the Mediterranean z which muſt have 
| there and elſewhere, brought inevitable Tuine npox the Trade 
of 


15] 


of England 4d Holland : from whenre you infer, that 
of 4g of Spain's Wh 7s more for our Advantage 
than the Treaty. I cannot forbear telling of you, that 
I find cuairraggat in your Argument, I could not think 
you. capable of : For, if. you axe really perſuaded, 
that France having once” poſſeſſion. of the. Kingdoms 
. of Naples and 85cily, would be-in a Condition to ruine 
our- Trade in the Mediterranean, without being obliged 
to have any regard to the Alliance grounded upon that 
yery.. Treaty,” which -thetz would have had its due Ef- 
f&; can you imagine it will be more:complaiſant to 
us 'riow, that -it -has-broke through, all the Obligations 
of its without making 'the leaſt uſe of thoſe Advan- 
which-the Duke of 4jou's Acceihon tothe Throne 
of: Spare ſeams to-offtr' 2 YVhy muſt you, fancy, that 
France | wolzld haye gone: back from its Ingagements in 
the firſt Qaſc,. when it- cold have only! pretended to 
interrupt our Levent'Trade ;'and in the ſecond, that 
it will-be more cxatt and ſcrupulous, notwithſtanding 
the Condition it is in-of Mavwos at the Command not 
+ Monopoly of the jor Wooll to: the porting 
a” | the p , to; th 1 
of | its Manafattures; and” the  ruine -of our uy 
when it has both "5 RY woney to 
Enterprizes upon amſb-Netherlands, as ttaſt draw 
the owl: Holland aftes them, which thea muſt be 
ſoon-fallow'd by that of: Erglard too? You, will dwn, 
1 dare'fay,” That if  Exglend and Holland appear alto- 
gether inſenſible in fo nice a Junture, without ſhewing 
the leaſt inclination- to beſtir themſelves, it will be 
much more :caſic - for the #ench to compaſs-all theſe 
C 2 ' great 
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t Deſigns, than'to have ruiwd onr Trade in'the 
; Fro co. if the Treaty of Partition had beers ful- 
fill'd : Becauſe, there would {till have remain'd: ſuch 
a Counterpoiſe and Ballance of Afﬀairs'in' Exrope, in 
this laſt Caſe, as ſhould have bound F#4zce to'a Peaces 
able Behaviour, and' kept! it from'any Infrations or 
Innovations : The Pope, 'and 'all the Princes of [:aly, 
who muſt have been' very Jealous of fo- Powerful 
Neighbours, would have been' ready to take hold of 
the firſt favourable Opportunity ot making-a League 
againſt them, in which-tlie Emperor would have been 
very willing to come in; botl»for his Intereſt .znethat 
of the Duke of Lorrain, his Nephew, who:then would 
have been Duke of Milaz : The 'Arch-duke, then Kin 
of Spain,” would [have [ſtuck cloſe tows#and! concurr? 


in all thoſe Mcaſutes'whieh:weaur ſelves/ſhonld-have 


thought neceſfary for the ſafety of Flanders; the common 
Barriers both' to England Rn pbllens againſt France. | | 

Ard now, Sir, -I leave you: to adage, whether 
France durſt have - venturd-upon' the'Interrapting 
of the Engliſh and- Duleb'Trade inthe Mediterrantier 
when 'in - the very Attempt, 'the'' French: malt ſhave 


brought | thoſe” Two Powerfal Nations, the Emperor 


and - Empire, 'the King of Spazr, and all the: Princes of 
Htaly, upon their back? You would fain remove our 
Fears and Jealouſies by the preſent Dh poſton they have in 
France of living peaceably with their q. #79 - But 
who can fecure you, that this Crown. does not” feed 
its Ambition with Hopes of ſucceeding in all *thofe 
Projets- which the favourable Jun&ure of the Duke 
of+ A»jou's Elevation to the Throne of Spazx- may put 
it upon-2 This one thing, at leaſt, ſeems to me very 

EXPE- 


AF | 


expedient, that we muſt not in' common Prudence 
give the French any encouragement to enter into 
Temptation ; by making them ſenſible before-hand of 
meeting with Difficulties enow to make them .mifcarry 
in the Execution. Should we not render our ſelves 
altogether inexcuſable.*jf our preſent Indolence ſhould 
become their principal-Motive for venturing upon any, 
though never ſo bold and prejudicial Undertakings ? 
that being to be depended upon, they can have no 
Reaſon at-all to apprehend the Event. No ſooner has 
France. found, that' it could+ place the Duke. of 4njou 
upon the Spam Throne, but all the Engagements it 
lay. under to us: by the Treaty of Partition, have not 
had force-eniough to bind it : And can we think, after 
Tach an. Example as this, that it will' make a Dy 
of .attempting any thing for its Advantage, in whi 
(there-miay;be a probadility of Succeſs ? 

L te} Cother day in. Company with a Gentleman, 
who 1 believe had not as: charitable Thoughts of the 
Diſpoſition they are in'in France, as you. Do not think, 
.faid he, direting his Diſcourſe to me, That France wil/ 


ſhort in ſo fair a way of forming great Deſions ; nor that 
ou hat of d to # 3 Fat eats by the 
\Treaty of | Partition would have been ſettled upon it ;, if 
_ #f did not: expe# fore more conſiderable Advantages 'in ae- 
. cepting: of the Will. ' "That Court is too well known for being 
ated, wholly by its Interest, Ne the reit of the Wirld to 
_ believe-it has broke through all the' Obligations of a Treaty, ſo 
lately and fo ſolemnly made, upon the ſingle Motsve. of ag- 
grandizing the Duke of Anjou. Sir, you may aſſure your 
felf ut has had advantagiows ends of its own in the doing of 
it, France does certainly expe to Govern under the Ame 
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of the new King, and the Grandfather to have all the In- 


lacne he cn defre in bis Councils. The Recompence Lat) 


beſtow'd on the uis de Harcourt, in dignifying hinz 
with the Title of a Duke, does but too evidently beſpeak the 
mature f the Services he has render d during his Embaſſy at 
Madrid ; and the Choice that is now made of bir”, to-return 


thither in the ſame quality, plainly diſcovers what Services are 


expeted from bim there for the future :*It is, no danbt, to con- 
tinue his Intrigues in a Court be us throughly acquainted with. 
Thoſe among the Grandees whom he has found ways of bring- 
ang. over to put the late King upon ſo favourable a Tefta- 


ment ta France, and who only are 'd in the preſent 


Miniſtry, will: be very apt to ſecond him in all his Projefts. 
They will make it their buſineſs to perſmade. their new Mz er, 
who will-be ready enough to recerve ſuch Impreſſrons, 

by cloſing in with France there will be _—_—__ ble for 
him ; aud that he need not doubt of putting himſelf one day 
in 4 condition of i re-uniting thoſe flouriſhing States to his 
Monarchy which have beeu not. lowg fence diſmembred row it, 
Tn « Word, not only England: and Holland ought to 


*prehend the loſs of [their Trade, but all Europe nh, 


dread the lofs of its, Liberty.” "> \-* | 
© This Gentleman was very far from looking upon the 
Acceptation' of the late King of Spain's VWill as more for 


our Advantage than the Treaty. Perhaps you will an- 


 ſwer, That his Fears and. Apprebenſions were gronnd- 


leſs; But has nat the French Court it ſelf in-effe&t infi- 
- nuated - the contrary 2 fance- in the firſt Articfe it - de- 


 clares, as 2 principal Motive for making the Treaty of 


Partition it. has enter'd into; joyntly with His Majeſty 
and the States-General, '7hak.at has been with 4 define to 
retzo2e. dll thoſe Umbrages which fo many vaſt Territories , 
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united under one Head, muiFotherwiſe give. They indeed 
ſpeak at preſent in France atter another manner ; and 
finding that in ftead of the Arch-duke, the Duke of 4r- 
Jon himſelf has been nominated, they conceive no more 
fies and Fears from the Uniting of all theſe Domj- 
nions'in one fingle Power. But I dare ſay,” you will 

find ſuch a Turn as this too partial not to ſuſpett it.. 

I may therefore expect your con- 

6. The Acceptation 


currence with me in this point, that | 
inthe preſent Poſture Aﬀairs, or ho. Gor ara 
England and Holkind cannot ſtand” of Renders, andÞf what 
too much-upon their Guatd. We (ontrauence tne. a fol 
allknow how often "France has en- | 
deavour'd to have the Spaniſh Netherlands in its Poſfe(- 
fion, and make a Conqueſt which would have bronght 
ſs'cottfiderable an addition'to its Power. I may far- 
ther fay,) Thar we all ſee theſe Countreys at preſent 
nnleſs we are reſoved to ſhut or eyes) in greater 
nger 'than- ever of falling under the Dominion of - 
France, "They 'are not Tike to want there, either Pre- 
tentes for the ſending Forces upon them, or Means of 
o the Sparrerds over to'confent toit! And fre- 
quent Suggeſtions will be given them' of Enemies ready 
to ſeize upon theſe rich Provinces, and wreft them' at - 
once from their Monarchy and the Cathohck Religion, 
The moſt Chr — n K——'$ readineſs to take his Grand-' 
for's Dommions under His ProteQtion, will ſtep in next, 
and be ſet ont'in its moſt planfible Colours and Ad-" 
vantages : And who knows but the old Proje@t may - 
again be ſet on foot of having theſe Conntreys yealded : 
up to France for an Equivalent ? pb oe OR 
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t do nat doubt but you- comprehend very well how 
fatal the Conſequences-of ſuch an 'Eyent'mult be to us. 
Not only the adjoyning Countreys of Liege, Juliers, 
Treves and Cologne, could not then avoid coming under 
the Yoke of France ; but: what deſerves our Care: and 
Attention moſt, Holland: it felf, whoſe Fleets and: Ar- 
mies have had ſo-confiderable a ſhare among the Allies 
for the common Safety, being expos'd on all ſides to 
the formidable Power of France, would run'an evident 
Risk either of being downright {ubdued by; or at leaft 
brought in a ſtate of. Vaſſalage to, it. , '-- 44” 

' The French being-once Maſters of Flanders, have no 
more*to do'for the giving a deadly Blow to this Repub- 
lick, but bring back' Trade to Antwerp by forcing a free 
Navigation on the Scheld ;\ which would; leaye the 
Dutch no other way of fendingidff ſuch 'a,; Stroke, buit 
by putting themſelves ſo under;the Protection of-Frexce, 
as to be barrd from entring\into any Leagues without 
having firſt the Approbation of that Court; and from 
the enjoyment of- their flonriſbing ;Trade, but upon 
condition. that France ſhould ſhare ia, the, Profits oft, 
and that they, in Conjuntion with-that:Crown, ſhould 
endeavour to deſtroy ours. ' If Frange; having no other 
Sea-poart beſides Dunkirk in the Low Conmreys, has found 
out the way of drawing ſo conſiderable Advantages 
from, and making it turn ſa _mnch, to the; Prejudice 
of our Navigation? what muſt we expe&; when. bei 
poſſe(s'd of the remaining Sea-ports of ' Flanders, it will 
have thoſe of Zealaud and Holland fo at command, as 
to. diſpoſe of them with the ſame Authority as if they 
attuilly belenged to that Crown ?.. Do you in your 
;Conſcignce believe we ſhould then be able to make 


head 
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exrning our ſelves with what, happens: in it.. They 
were ſenſible the. Nation conld not carry its Trade in 
too many Places, and that in order thereunto we muſk 
make a preat many. Alliances,, .which conſequently 
it muſt be_ our true. Intereſt vigorauſly, to:maintain; 
and faithfully to, obſerve, If: the! = ht.it-their 
Duty . on the one Hand to. help and afliſt their Allies, 
on the other they were far frypm deſpiſing thoſe Suc- 
cours which might:be had from them,,, They reqdily 
admitted. the Jun&ion. of the Dutch Fleet to ours, be- 
ing well ſatisfied it added very much to our Strength 
and Power. In. a Word, their MDOP Ol 4Ipe wry 
it plain] | ughl uaded, 
| he refed, om Slavery, 
i go Ei ge of Ex 23. 162 hi 
zNglang,e/cape zf- te rejz.0 Europe! T1 MITE 1 
0 rr is an Extremity we. ſhould ſogn,find 
our ſelves. reduc'd- to, . if - France. being, polieſsd. of 
Flanders, ſhould: once. difable the, Dutch From, being, in 
a Conditjon, to,, alliſt; ys,. or which is, yet. worle, 


force them. to a neceflity of joining, againſt us.n their 
own Defence, to-bring that preſent Ruine upon. pthers, 
which otherwiſe, would fall upon them.: - All mannex 
- ypIenon being they cut off Every us and 
Zermany, they finding .in the Empire no poſlibility. of 
receiving any pp BA Poker, AL es ave 
the, Will nor the Power of making the leaſt Diverſion 
im our favour. And to compleat our Diſaſters, What 
Condition ſhould we be in, if our Fleet,, which then 
would. be our only, though weak Refuge,. were cither 
ſhatter'd in a Storm, or defeated 1n Battle, 2: Sir, Iap- 
peat to. your.own. Judgment, if, after: the ;ruine of, wy 
| Ir 
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Trade, we -could be able to.ſuſtain a Var with an al- 
ready formidable Crown, after ſuch vaſt acceflions to 
its Strength both by Sea and Land ? Let our Merchants 
judge, Wit we could carry on our Trade;-if the 
aports of Hella:d, and thoſe of Spain both in the Old 
anf'New World, were ſhut againſt -us 2. When. Fravce 
Dnmanding 'the Treaſures both of Peru and Mexico, 
would . make quite *another uſe of them, than what 
Spain has done? In ſhort, when our Merchant Ships, 
Hands and Plantations, would lie at;the diſcretion of 
thoſe vaſt Fleets, both of Men of War and Privateers, 
whith' this Power would then cover,the Seas with? 
'" Were it neceflary. to enter farther into Particulars, 
for the miaking out this too palpable Truth, I could 
cafily..demonſtrate, that as Afﬀairs would then, ſtand, 
we Grin be denied the Liberty of the Baltick as well 
as Mzderrantan Seas ; and of Trading our ſelyes into 
Spain, Italy, the Levant, and the Indies ; that Portugal 
would not dare receive our Ships into its Harbours, 
ar, which is yet mote'to be feared, would be indanger 
( being re-united, as it has lately been, to the Crown 
of Spain ; That the ruine of our Manufactures would 
quickly follow that of our Navigation ; But this. ap- 
pears too plain for me to inſiſt upon it. ot 
May be you are ready. to anſwer, Thet theſe things 
cannot come to paſs without ſuppoſing an Union of Spain to 
France, which is not likely to uz; and that it- is to be 
hop'd the new. King oil ſoon become. 4 . good. Spa- 
niard. But is it not rather more likely, that this 
Prince will in the main follow the Humour and Di- 
retions of France. in the Management of his Aﬀairs ; 
knd that the Duke of Harcourt will be in the _ 
wk pa. D 2 an 
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a manner = we cart, That we ſhall athyay 

concur with and ſecond His Majeſty to the-utmb 
our Power in ſuch Engagements as: He ſhall think ne- 
cefſary to enter into abroad; for the Safety and Wel- 
fare of his People. 

How: great ſoever our Dangers 'may ſeem, yet we 
have this for -our preſent Comfort, That we (hall not 
want Power to help our ſelves, ' whil'le we have that 
RENOWND-PRINCE, who {o Glorioutly fills 
the Throne, at the Helm of Afﬀeirs:- It is impoſlible 
even to think'u upon thoſe Misfortunes in which the pre- 
ſent Juntture © Affairs would inevitably invatve Ex- 
rape in genera} and England if particular; without 
trembling, wete we 'now*wanting the unvaluable Be- 
nefit of His Prudent Admiuiſtration!' Nothing eſs than + 

2 Prince 
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